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A NEW YEAR OF COMMITMENT
In our last newsletter we shared a bit about our financial needs as a congregation, and we’re thankful to G-d for his provision
and for your faithfulness.
But just as important as money is attendance. Our attendance has been up and down for a few years, and we need a renewed
commitment to attend. Though we need money to function, we’re far more interested in staying close as a synagogue family,
sharing in one another’s lives, rejoicing together in our successes, encouraging one another in our setbacks, and comforting
each other in times of hardship.
Attendance has not just fallen off here at Ohr Chadash. According to the Pew Research Center 1, Americans are becoming less
religious. Americans pray less often and do not regularly attend religious services. While the vast majority says they believe in
G-d, nearly one in four said they have no religious affiliation, and only half attend services at least once a month.
These figures disturb me greatly, because belief in G-d is not something to be taken lightly. The Pew Research study showed
that general belief in G-d was held by almost everyone, but that does little to answer the hard questions of faith. Other beliefs
are built into that general belief in G-d, for example that he is a loving G-d, that he hears prayer, and that he is concerned with
the state of the world. These are simple questions, but how can anyone know for certain? It seems as if Americans have taken
the comfort of general faith in G-d, and have thrown away the specifics of the religions which brought them into our culture.
But without the specifics of religious doctrine, we cannot even be sure that G-d is a loving G-d, or that he hears prayers,
or what happens after we die. For the uncertainty of a general belief in G-d, attendance at services, paying attention to the
teaching and a bit of study can provide more concrete religious answers
And speaking of attendance, what will become of the faithful? And what will become of us in our small congregation? The
answer to that is up to the individuals who make up our community. We have precious few people to teach our children, few to
chant and lead our liturgy, few to read from the Torah, and few even to just sit and hear what is read and chanted and taught.
Attendance is thus broadly effective. How can the doubtful or undecided learn what G-d says? Isn’t it through attendance, and
by paying attention the words of the minister? And if someone decides to become one of the faithful, isn’t it through their
attendance and talents that the community of faith grows stronger and more closely knit? Isn’t it through attendance that the
rich teachings and traditions of our faith are instilled in us, and in our children? Isn’t it through attendance that all of us at
every age are benefitted, by sharing our lives, our struggles and challenges, our victories and achievements?
What a journey is begun with a single step! A chain thousands of years long is linked together Shabbat by Shabbat and holiday
by holiday. In order for us to persevere we need your strength, and we need the pleasure of your company to grow together as
a synagogue family this year, and to transmit our teachings and way of life down through the generations.
1 http://www.pewforum.org/2015/11/03/u-s-public-becoming-less-religious/

The enclosed envelope is for your convenience, or use the PayPal button
that is located on our reworked web site. Please click on ohrchadash.org.

Tales of the Maggid
Sharing our Faith Through Stories

a seminar

In this seminar, Rabbi Dr. Michael Schiffman gave us all a higher appreciation
and a more skillful application of storytelling.
If you weren’t able to attend, that doesn’t mean you have to miss out! We’ve
made the seminar available to everyone for free, so you can watch it yourself and
share it with your friends. Watch it here: vimeopro.com/spsy/maggid
We are also still accepting donations for this event. The seminary's PayPal link is
included in the link above, for the convenience of anyone who watches and likes
what they see!

– Matt Lilly

January 2018 / Tevet – Shevat 5778
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1 / 14 Tevet

2 / 15 Tevet

Wednesday
3 / 16 Tevet

Thursday
4 / 17 Tevet

Friday
5 / 18 Tevet

Saturday
6 / 19 Tevet

Shabbat Service, 8 PM Shemot
Membership
Class, Session I

7 / 20 Tevet

8 / 21 Tevet

9 / 22 Tevet

10 / 23 Tevet

11 / 24 Tevet

12 / 25 Tevet
13 / 26 Tevet
Shabbat Service, 8 PM Va’era
Weekend Retreat
Begins at Noon

14 / 27 Tevet

15 / 28 Tevet

16 / 29 Tevet

17 / 1 Shevat

18 / 2 Shevat

19 / 3 Shevat

20 / 4 Shevat

Shabbat Service, 8 PM Bo
Weekend Retreat

21 / 5 Shevat

Weekend Retreat
Ends at Noon

22 / 6 Shevat

Membership
Class, Session II

Rosh Chodesh
Shevat

23 / 7 Shevat

24 / 8 Shevat

25 / 9 Shevat

26 / 10 Shevat

27 / 11 Shevat

Shabbat Service, 8 PM Beshalach

28 / 12 Shevat

29 / 13 Shevat

30 / 14 Shevat

31 / 15 Shevat
Tu Bi’Shevat

February 2018 / Shevat – Adar 5778
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1 / 16 Shevat

MISS A SERVICE?
You can watch videos of our services here: vimeo.com/ohrchadash
Audio recordings of the sermon are sent out every week. Send us an
email at OhrChadashOffice@aol.com to be added to the list!

4 / 19 Shevat

5 / 20 Shevat

6 / 21 Shevat

7 / 22 Shevat

Friday

Saturday

2 / 17 Shevat
3 / 18 Shevat
Shabbat Service, 8 PM Yitro
Membership
Class, Session III

8 / 23 Shevat

9 / 24 Shevat
10 / 25 Shevat
Shabbat Service, 8 PM Mishpatim
Shabbat Shekalim
Membership
Class, Session IV

11 / 26 Shevat

12 / 27 Shevat

13 / 28 Shevat

14 / 29 Shevat

15 / 30 Shevat
Rosh Chodesh
Adar, 1st Day

18 / 3 Adar

19 / 4 Adar

20 / 5 Adar

21 / 6 Adar

22 / 7 Adar

16 / 1 Adar
17 / 2 Adar
Shabbat Service, 8 PM Terumah
Rosh Chodesh
Adar, 2nd Day

23 / 8 Adar
24 / 9 Adar
Shabbat Service, 8 PM Tetzaveh
Shabbat Zachor
Purim Party, 6pm
with a Purim Play!

25 / 10 Adar

26 / 11 Adar

27 / 12 Adar

28 / 13 Adar

1 March / 14 Adar 2 March / 15 Adar

3 March / 16 Adar

Shabbat Service, 8 PM Ki Tisa
Fast of Esther

Erev Purim

Purim

Shushan Purim

Membership
Class, Session V

